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Soyou’re ready for
acowboy vacation.
Maybe you’re headed
outonacattledrive,
orhorsepackingin

the backcountry. You
might even be thinking
about climbingaboarda
buckingbull. But before
you beginyour journey,
you have to pack,and
packing right can make
allthe difference. Here
areafew packingtips
to helpensureyour
cowboy vacationisone
heckofaride.
—Nicholas LoVerde

How to Pack Like a Cowboy

>Fastand Light
Packfastand light. You
don’t see cowboys with
roller fuggage hanging
from their saddle. Working
asaranchhandorriding
onlonger pack-trips
requires a packing system
that’s pared down to

the essentials: Mess kit,
sleeping gear, clothing (in
layers), toiletries, flash
light,and canteen.

>Know your Gear
Calfahead and askwhat
you'll need and whatis
provided. Most likely the
adventure company will
sendyouagearlist, but
give them a calfand they
might give youafewmore
tips or direct you to which
brand or model works
best. Dont second-guess
the list— they’ve done this
alot.

>Prepare for the Worst
Justbecause you're going
tolive like a cowboy

doesn’t mean that your
gear should be straight
out of the Old West.
Lightweightraingearin
modern materials will keep
you dryandwarm,and
even the cowboys of old
would have appreciated
some bugspray.

>Bring a Book

Youre onanadventure
vacation, but that

doesn’t mean you can’t
take in some relaxation.
Andwhat’s better than
readingaroundacrackling
campfire under the clear,
starry sky? Orbringa
journaland scribble down
your own cowboy tales.

>The Cowboy Attitude
Enjoy your adventure, and
remember tobringthe
cowboy values of hard
work, humor, love of the
fand, and willingness to
toughitout. It’s the most
important thingyou can
pack.




